CHAPTER XVI
DEVELOPMENT OF  EDUCATIONAL  PRACTICE
HERBAKT AND FROEBEL AS DISCIPLES OF PESTALOZZI
In the discussion of observation and industrial training,
we have noted the suggestions for improvement in edu-
cational practice that arose through Pestalozzi. While
based upon sympathetic insight rather than scientific
principles, the positions of Pestalozzi not only left their
direct influence upon the teaching of certain subjects in the
elementary curriculum, but became the basis of the elab-
orate systems of Herbart and Froebel. These educators
may be regarded as contemporary disciples of the Swiss
reformer, who was born a generation before, but they con-
tinued his work along rather different lines. Each went
to visit Pestalozzi, and it would seem from their comments
upon what they saw that each found in the master the
main principle which appealed to him and which he after-
ward developed more or less consistently throughout his
work.
There are two very definite aspects of Pestalozzi's
positions, which may at first seem opposed to each other,
but are not necessarily contradictory. On the one hand,
Pestalozzi seems to have held that education should be a
natural development from within; on the other, that it
must consist in the derivation of ideas from experience
with the outside world. The former point of view, which
is apparent in his educational aim and definition of educa-
tion (see p. 302), would logically argue that every char-
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